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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








reason to reject Jesus.  A man who claims to forgive sin… who can believe a word he says?


___________________________


Cont. from page 1


3.  That I have an avenue of prayer and need to pray often? "Continue 


stedfastly in prayer, watching therein with thanksgiving" (II Cor. 4:2)  That I can make my needs known to God and He will hear? "In nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God". (Phil 4:6) You have to take time to pray if that’s true.


4.    That I can express my thanks by giving to Him as He commands? 


“Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.


(2 Cor. 9:7) Do we give as He commands?


5.     That God has given a memorial to his Son whereby I proclaim His death? “For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye proclaim the Lord's death till he come". 


(1 Cor11:26) You must be here for it.


6.     For the victory I have in Jesus? "but thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Cor 15:57) or for the gift of His son? “Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift". (2 Cor 9:15) You must obey Him for it to be so.


     It is good that we set aside a day to show thanks for all God has done for this nation. It is more important that we meet as His children to worship Him with thanksgiving for the blessings of salvation through His Son. How we join ourselves in these things speaks volumes about just how thankful we are.


     Why would anyone want to miss any part of it?


			JP


























      The Pharisee's harsh, judgmental self-righteousness deserves a severe rebuke.  He has put the worst possible interpretation on the woman's behaviour because it does not enter his mind that sinful people could change, nor does he seem to have any longing for it.  But the rebuke does not come.  Instead, Jesus calmly tells a story of two debtors obligated to the same lender.  One owed the equivalent of nearly two years' wages (500 denarii) and the other that of about two months' (50 denarii) but because neither was able to pay, the creditor forgave them both.


      Jesus focuses His story by asking Simon which of the two debtors he thinks would love his gracious benefactor more.  "He, I suppose, to whom he forgave the most," he answers off-handedly (if not condescendingly), as if he sees no point in the parable but is willing to go along for the ride.  But Simon is already caught as Jesus tells him that his answer is correct.


      The Lord applies the parable by asking Simon, "Do you see this woman?"  (He has been looking at nothing else, but he has not seen her.)  Jesus notes that while Simon had not even provided him the ordinary amenities due a guest--a welcoming kiss, water with which to wash His feet, oil to anoint His head, the offending woman had kissed his feet repeatedly while she anointed them with fragrant oil, washed them with her tears and wiped them








Ephesians 3:8-9).  He, too, in a figure fell at the feet of Jesus, wept out his gratitude, and poured out his life like anointing oil.


      I am not so sure that in this parable Jesus intends to say that the wrongs of human beings can be put on a quantifiable scale of seriousness.  Perhaps one man's sins can be more grievous than another's. But whatever the case, as the parable makes clear, none of us can pay our debt.  We are all hopelessly entangled in transgression and the result of our sins, few or many, will be essential death (Romans 3:23; 6:23). The person who lives to do his own will is a rebel against God, however urbanely it may be expressed.


I am not so sure that in this parable Jesus intends to say that the wrongs of human beings can be put on a quantifiable scale of seriousness.  Perhaps one man's sins can be more grievous than another's.  But whatever the case, as the parable makes clear, none of us can pay our debt.  We are all hopelessly entangled in transgression and the result of our sins, few or many, will be essential death (Romans 3:23; 6:23).  The person who lives to do his own will is a rebel against God, however urbanely it may be expressed.


     Jesus closes His conversation with Simon by telling him plainly that the many sins of the woman who has given him such offense are forgiven and then, turning to the woman herself, He says, "Your sins are forgiven….  Your faith has saved you; go in peace."  The "scarlet woman" leaves Jesus forgiven, love-filled and joyful.  So far as we know, Simon "the righteous" ends his time with the Son of God unforgiven, unmerciful, unchanged.  Perhaps all he got for his experience was another 








					





"I Have Something To Say To You"


by Paul Earnhart





Jesus' parable of the Two Debtors (Luke 7:36-50) is calculated to help a profoundly critical Pharisee to see himself in contrast to the notorious woman who has just scandalized him by anointing the feet of Jesus.  The Lord was the only one in the banquet room not staring in stunned silence at the sinful woman kneeling penitently at His feet.  His concern was with His host who had been looking on the woman with utter disgust and upon Jesus with disdain.  Jesus broke the silence by speaking, not with the woman but with him, "Simon, I have something to say to you."  The moment is electric.








with her hair.  Then He draws His gracious noose more tightly as He explains the reason for her lavish, loving behavior as contrasted with Simon's thoughtless indifference.  She loved much because she had much for which to be forgiven--her sins were many.  "But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little."  Jesus did not need to be more specific.  By His own words Simon had already judged himself.


      Simon's problem was not that with few sins to his credit he was denied a true sense of gratitude for being forgiven.  It was his perception of his sins as few that was destroying him.  A man who conceives himself as a moral and spiritual paragon will have great difficulty being gentle with those whom he sees as grievous moral failures.  And he will have equal difficulty in feeling any sense of gratitude toward God.  In truth, Simon's sins were many, but he was blind both to them and to God's grace.


      In a similar way, the woman's joyous and prodigal appreciation did not come from having sinned more than all others but from having understood the true seriousness of her own moral failure.  Her sins had been socially reprehensible, but Saul of Tarsus whose life had been spent studying and practicing the law of God also saw himself as "the chief of sinners" and spent the rest of his days celebrating and proclaiming the words of God's grace (1 Timothy 1:12-17; 





A Day of Thanksgiving  Reused 2016


I will give thanks unto Jehovah with my whole heart; I will show forth all thy marvellous works. (Ps. 9:1)





        Next Thursday we as a nation will celebrate "Thanksgiving". Every school child knows the origin of this day when the Pilgrims after an arduous voyage landed at Plymouth Rock and observed a day of thanksgiving. In 1863, Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday of November, a national day of thanksgiving and in 1941 congress sanctioned it as a legal holiday. Unfortunately, for the most part, it has become just that another legal holiday.


     To the saints of God, however, giving thanks to God is what we are all about. David said, "Sing unto the LORD, O ye saints of his, and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness". (Ps 30:4)  The term "give thanks" occurs 135 times in Scripture and is always used as worship to God. Every aspect of our worship is an expression of thanksgiving to God and we meet on the “First Day" of the week in a special effort to honor Him for all His blessings.


      As we worship this morning, ask yourself, am I truly thankful:  


For God's revealed word? That He hath granted unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him (2 Peter 1:3) you must study it to know that.


That I can " speak one to another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; giving thanks always for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Eph. 5:19-20) and be encouraged? You must be present to do that.


Cont. on page 3





 




















FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Sis. Elaine Clem ; Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Bro. Malcolm Smith's health concerns


Bro. Anthony Petrochko's recovery


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby


The Hammonds as they anticipate their


new baby 


____________________________


For the Men of the Congregation


Today at 3:30 PM


There will be a meeting


To discuss the affairs 


Of this Congregation


     ____________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Rex Veteto


Song Leader---Philip West


Lord's Supper---Bob Butler


   Asst. 1-----Tim Statham	


   Asst. 2-----Zachary Huff


   Asst. 3-----Troy Halt


   Asst. 4-----Ken Gay


   Asst. 5-----David Brown


2nd Prayer----Cecil Douthitt


Scripture Reading-Jeff Lacquement


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer---Marty Hammond


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Norm Rich


Song Leader-------Michael Burke


2nd Prayer------Jack Green


Scripture Reading---Ron Wood


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Bob Butler


Announcements----Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Rodee Bruns


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Marty Hammond


Invitation---Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---Rodee Bruns





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














